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§ 431. Commercially available off-the-shelf item 
acquisitions: lists of inapplicable laws in 
Federal Acquisition Regulation 

(a) Lists of inapplicable provisions of law 

(1) The Federal Acquisition Regulation shall 
include a list of provisions of law that are inap-
plicable to contracts for the procurement of 
commercially available off-the-shelf items. 

(2) A provision of law that, pursuant to para-
graph (3), is properly included on a list referred 
to in paragraph (1) may not be construed as 
being applicable to contracts referred to in para-
graph (1). Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to render inapplicable to such contracts 
any provision of law that is not included on such 
list. 

(3) A provision of law described in subsection 
(b) of this section shall be included on the list of 
inapplicable provisions of law required by para-
graph (1) unless the Administrator for Federal 
Procurement Policy makes a written determina-
tion that it would not be in the best interest of 
the United States to exempt such contracts 
from the applicability of that provision of law. 
Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
modifying or superseding, or as being intended 
to impair or restrict authorities or responsibil-
ities under— 

(A) section 644 of title 15; or 
(B) bid protest procedures developed under 

the authority of subchapter V of chapter 35 of 
title 31; subsections (e) and (f) of section 2305 
of title 10; or subsections (h) and (i) of section 
253b of this title. 

(b) Covered law 

Except as provided in subsection (a)(3) of this 
section, the list referred to in subsection (a)(1) 
of this section shall include each provision of 
law that, as determined by the Administrator, 
imposes on persons who have been awarded con-
tracts by the Federal Government for the pro-
curement of commercially available off-the- 
shelf items Government-unique policies, proce-
dures, requirements, or restrictions for the pro-
curement of property or services, except the fol-
lowing: 

(1) A provision of law that provides for 
criminal or civil penalties. 

(2) A provision of law that specifically refers 
to this section and provides that, notwith-
standing this section, such provision of law 
shall be applicable to contracts for the pro-
curement of commercially available off-the- 
shelf items. 

(c) ‘‘Commercially available off-the-shelf item’’ 
defined 

(1) As used in this section, the term ‘‘commer-
cially available off-the-shelf item’’ means, ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (2), an item that— 

(A) is a commercial item (as described in 
section 403(12)(A) of this title); 

(B) is sold in substantial quantities in the 
commercial marketplace; and 

(C) is offered to the Government, without 
modification, in the same form in which it is 
sold in the commercial marketplace. 

(2) The term ‘‘commercially available off-the- 
shelf item’’ does not include bulk cargo, as de-

fined in section 1702 of title 46, Appendix, such 
as agricultural products and petroleum prod-
ucts. 

(Pub. L. 93–400, § 35, as added Pub. L. 104–106, div. 
D, title XLII, § 4203(a), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 654; 
amended Pub. L. 105–85, div. A, title X, 
§ 1073(g)(2)(C), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1906.) 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 35 of Pub. L. 93–400 was renumbered 

§ 38 and is classified to section 434 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1997—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 105–85 substituted ‘‘com-

mercially available’’ for ‘‘commercial’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

For effective date and applicability of section, see 

section 4401 of Pub. L. 104–106, set out as an Effective 

Date of 1996 Amendment note under section 251 of this 

title. 

§ 432. Value engineering 

(a) In general 

Each executive agency shall establish and 
maintain cost-effective value engineering proce-
dures and processes. 

(b) ‘‘Value engineering’’ defined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘value engi-
neering’’ means an analysis of the functions of a 
program, project, system, product, item of 
equipment, building, facility, service, or supply 
of an executive agency, performed by qualified 
agency or contractor personnel, directed at im-
proving performance, reliability, quality, safety, 
and life cycle costs. 

(Pub. L. 93–400, § 36, as added Pub. L. 104–106, div. 
D, title XLIII, § 4306(a), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 
665.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

For effective date and applicability of section, see 

section 4401 of Pub. L. 104–106, set out as an Effective 

Date of 1996 Amendment note under section 251 of this 

title. 

§ 433. Acquisition workforce 

(a) Applicability 

This section does not apply to an executive 
agency that is subject to chapter 87 of title 10. 

(b) Management policies 

(1) Policies and procedures 

The head of each executive agency, after 
consultation with the Administrator for Fed-
eral Procurement Policy, shall establish poli-
cies and procedures for the effective manage-
ment (including accession, education, train-
ing, career development, and performance in-
centives) of the acquisition workforce of the 
agency. The development of acquisition work-
force policies under this section shall be car-
ried out consistent with the merit system 
principles set forth in section 2301(b) of title 5. 

(2) Uniform implementation 

The head of each executive agency shall en-
sure that, to the maximum extent practicable, 
acquisition workforce policies and procedures 
established are uniform in their implementa-
tion throughout the agency. 


